
Published for the servicemembers of Kandahar Air FieldIssue 20 January 12, 2004

3-6 FA PROVIDES

CARE TO CIVILIANS
Story by CPT Bradley Frey

3-6 Field Artillery Battalion

Asadabad, Afghanistan — Recently, the medical sec-
tion from 3-6 Field Artillery had an opportunity to spend some
time at MSS Asadabad in support of ongoing combat opera-
tions. MSS Asadabad is east of Bagram near the border with
Pakistan. While at Asadabad, the medics and I found our-
selves assisting with local national sick call. Five days a
week for three hours, civilians are let into the gate a few at a
time for medical treatment. After a thorough search, they are
ushered to the clinic where they receive treatment. Treat-
ment is limited to acute illnesses or injuries due to limited
resources. Most of the problems are minor and are easily

taken care of. We saw every-
thing from runny noses to gun-
shot wounds. When more se-
rious problems arise, these
are handled as emergencies
and taken care of as such. In
the short time we were there,
the medics and I assisted in
the treatment of over 500 ci-
vilians.

The children coming for
treatment far outnumber the adults and most of them are in
fairly good health given the conditions they live in. Most of
the children just want to interact with U.S. soldiers and they
are always looking for a piece of candy when they are done.
Unfortunately, several children that I saw had been injured in
some way or another and were See MEDICAL pg. 3

Muslim Chaplain
Brings Islam to Troops

Story and photos by
Spc. Zia Ul Haq

211th Mobile Public Affairs Detachment

Chaplain Cpt. Mohammed M. Ali Khan poses
for a picture with a camel at the Kandahar Air
Field Bazaar.

Kandahar Air Field, Af-
ghanistan — A line of Mus-
lim servicemembers stand
shoulder to shoulder on a
makeshift prayer rug facing
southwest towards Mecca.
The sound of prayer in Arabic
is heard all through out Free-
dom Chapel on Kandahar Air
Field (KAF).    The soldiers
follow the lead of Cpt.
Mohammed M. Ali Khan, the
Muslim Chaplain of the 311th

Military Intelligence Battalion,

Ft. Campbell, KT.
The chaplain is an ad-

visor to the command for
moral, spiritual, and religious
affairs.  His mission is to asses
the needs of the Muslim sol-
diers stationed in Afghanistan,
Iraq and Kuwait.

Since the War on Ter-
ror started on Sept. 20th 2001,
Khan is the first chaplain of
Muslim faith to visit soldiers
in Afghanistan.

See MUSLIM pg. 3
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Kandahar Fire Department Tip of the WeekBuilding managers and occupants must not tamper with or obstruct fire
detection devices and alarm equipment.  Compliance with the following
provisions will help ensure fire detection systems function as designed and
provide early detection of a fire.

In case of fire or emergency, contact the KAF fire department hotline
                                                                    at (303)841-1027

         Submitted by TSgt Michael Hoesch, Assistant Fire Chief

Kandahar Fire Department Tip of the Week

The Heroic Mailman

STARTED OFF AS  A NORMAL JOB, JUST A MAILMAN DELIVERING MAIL TO
THE AMERICANS OF CHELMSFORD.

ONCE WAS A SOLDIER, WILL HE BE ONE AGAIN?  WILL HE, I WONDER
THIS. WHEN WILL I KNOW?

IF YOU GO WE WILL ALL SOB.  YOU WERE ALWAYS DELIVERING MAIL
RAIN, SLEET, OR SNOW.

A FEW WEEKS HAVE PASSED, I SEE YOU WALKING DOWN THE STREET.
ANOTHER WEEK WENT BY, I’VE HEARD THE TALK THAT YOU WILL BE A

SOLDIER ONCE MORE.

SERVING THE PEOPLE IN AFGHANISTAN.  FIGHTING THE BAD, SAVING THE
GOOD.  WHAT DO YOU SEEK… ADVENTURE, FAME, LOVE, FREEDOM, OR

MAYBE JUST TO RISE ABOVE.

IT STARTED THE OFF AS A NORMAL JOB, JUST A HEROIC MAILMAN
DELIVERING MAIL TO THE AMERICANS OF CHELMSFORD.

COME HOME SAFE.

This poem was written by eleven-year-old Erica Nidzgorski from Chelmsford, Mas-
sachusetts and dedicated to her mailman, Staff Sgt. Robert Moore.  Moore is as-
signed to the 303rd AG Postal Company from Boston, MA, and is the Postal Opera-
tions Supervisor for the Kandahar Air Field Post Office.  The 14 year Army veteran
hails from Lowell, MA, and is a Mail Carrier in the civilian sector.

Poem by Erica Nidzgorski

Staff Sgt Robert
Moore delivering
mail to the
soldiers of KAF
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coming for dressing changes or to have their stitches removed.
I was amazed at how the young children cared for one an-
other. Several kids came in carrying infants to be seen while
their parents worked at home. It was difficult for all of us to
see teenagers with lifelong disabilities as a result of being
shot or having been too close to a land mine that exploded.
The only life most of these kids know is living in a war torn
country. For them, this is normal, every day life.

Being successful in the War on Terror is going to take
more than superior weapons and military tactics. Gaining and
keeping the support of the civilian population is key to our

success here in Afghanistan. Each time we help
someone with their cough or runny nose; every
time we stitch up a laceration or set a broken
bone we are winning their support. The future of
Afghanistan is its children. Our impact is most
profound on them. As we gain their support, we
begin to shape the future leaders of this coun-
try. We are all anxious to accomplish our mis-
sion in Afghanistan and return home. But, until
we do, we will keep winning the hearts and
minds in Afghanistan one Band-Aid at a time.

MEDICAL from pg. 1

“OEF and OIF [the wars in Iraq
and Afghanistan] have taken a great toll
on the soldier’s morale and stability, but
religion is a very stabilizing force that gives
them a focus on life and their mission
here,” said Khan.

Khan’s tour of faith started on
March 1st, 2003 and has taken him to
three countries in ten months. The first
stop was Kuwait where Khan spent a
month providing pastoral services to the
soldiers stationed there.

Khan’s second destination was
Iraq, where he spent time in all the
firebases that fell under the 311th MI Bat.

“It is very satisfying to see the
people of Iraq free,” said Khan.  “Our sol-
diers are very focused and determined to
move forward.”

With the majority of his mission
complete, Khan took some time to visit
the soldiers stationed in Afghanistan.  Due
to time constraints, he only visited
Bagram and Kandahar where the major-
ity of US troops are located.

In Afghanistan, Khan talked to
soldiers about living conditions and their
duties on base.  Many needs and con-
cerns of the Muslim soldiers were ad-
dressed.

“The Muslim soldiers were very
excited, and surprised, to get a visit from
a Muslim faith chaplain,” said Khan.

In Bagram, the soldiers have two
different mosques on base for prayers.
The chapel on KAF is now set up to have
worship for the Muslim servicemembers

every friday.
A proper place to

pray was not the only con-

cern that was brought to the chaplains’
attention.  According to Islam, a pig is
considered an unclean animal, therefore
Muslims are not permitted to eat pork.

The availability of kosher meats
in the Warrior dining facility has been a
big issue that the chaplains on KAF are
trying to rectify.

Even with these small set backs,
the general morale of Muslim soldiers is
focused, just like soldiers of other faiths;
they miss their home and their families,
stated Khan.

As Friday Muslim service ended,
Khan is given a tour of KAF; a bullet
riddled and battered mosque catches his
eye.

“Why is that mosque not in use,
and why is it in such bad shape,” asked
Khan.

Later that day in a meeting with
all the chaplains, Khan mentioned that
the KAF mosque in its current unused
and abandoned state is considered a dis-
grace to the Muslim people.

“I recommend the renovation and
reinstitution of the mosque for use by the

MUSLIM from pg. 1 Muslim soldiers and the locals that work
on the base,” said Khan.  “This will pro-
vide a goodwill gesture by the US forces
to the Afghani people. This mosque will
be a symbol of freedom of religion, which
is supported by the coalition,” Khan
added.

With a mosque on base and
Muslim servicemembers present to use
it, this will be a project that benefit KAF
for many rotations to come.

“When the people see the
mosque operational and in good condi-
tion, they will truly see what America is
contributing to this country,” said Khan.
“This will show them that America is here
to develop and rebuild this nation with
honesty and integrity.”

Khan’s trip to Afghanistan was
regarded by Muslim soldiers as an ex-
cellent morale builder.  CENTCOM has
planned additional trips of Muslim chap-
lains to OEF, mentioned Khan.

As Chaplain Khan said good bye
to the Muslim soldiers on KAF, he stated,
“I am here to nurture the living, support
the wounded, and to honor the dead. That
is the chaplain’s motto.”

The abandoned
mosque located
on Kandahar Air
Field
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Coalition Forces Condemn Afghan Attack;
Medical Teams Bring Care to Communities

BAGRAM AIR BASE, Afghanistan, Jan. 8, 2004 - Coalition forces
strongly condemned those criminals responsible for the explo-
sive devices detonated in Kandahar today, according to Combined
Joint Task Force 180 officials.

After the attack in Kandahar, and in cooperation with local Afghan
authorities, the coalition evacuated 28 victims to the Kandahar
Airfield. Four of the wounded were treated and released. The coa-
lition airlifted 18 patients to Bagram Air Base for care, while three
patients remain at Kandahar Airfield for treatment.Three others
died from their wounds at the Kandahar Airfield. Kandahar’s public
Muir Wais hospital reported receiving at least 30 victims as a re-
sult of the attack.

In coordination with the Islamic Transitional Government of Af-
ghanistan, the coalition continues to assist in the growth of Afghan

As part of that endeavor, coalition civil affairs soldiers, along with a
medical and veterinarian team from Orgun-E firebase, traveled to
Pir Kowti village, about 4 kilometers southwest of the firebase
Tuesday. The medical-veterinarian team treated 350 residents and
344 animals for various medical ailments.

Furthermore, a civil affairs team from the Gereshk firebase trav-
eled to the village of Anarjai and distributed more than 80 pair of
shoes, more than 200 items of adult and children’s clothing, as
well as an assortment of toys to the local residents there. The civil
affairs team’s medical staff also performed basic physical exami-
nations on 60 people and prescribed preventive medical treat-
ment to residents suffering from malnutrition, upper respiratory
infections and other medical complaints.

political, civil and military institutions while continuing efforts to
defeat terrorist organizations and their infrastructure.

China: U.S. must back off
HONG KONG, China —
China has asked the
United States to “stop in-
terfering” in its internal
affairs, following calls by
Washington for more de-
mocracy in Hong Kong.

Responding to comments
from U.S. State Department
spokesman Richard
Boucher, China’s official
Xinhua news agency quoted
Foreign Ministry spokesman
Kong Quan as saying
Beijing opposes any other
government interfering in the
affairs of Hong Kong.

He also warned Washington
not to jeopardize Sino-Ameri-
can ties, nor do anything that
would harm the stability and
prosperity of Hong Kong,
amid growing calls for de-
mocracy from both within
and outside the former Brit-
ish colony.

“Hong Kong affairs (are) an in-
ternal issue of China, and the
Chinese government firmly
opposes any foreign govern-
ment interference in the affairs
of Hong Kong in any form,”
Xinhua said, paraphrasing
Kong.

It quoted Kong as saying that
“Hong Kong’s political struc-
ture must develop in a gradual
and orderly manner.”

Since 1997 Hong Kong has
been a special Chinese ad-
ministrative region governed
under the “one country, two
systems” principle.

Its constitution, the Basic
Law, gives the city a high de-
gree of autonomy under Chi-
nese rule. Under the law, the
territory could theoretically
enjoy full democracy by 2007,
the year when unpopular Chief
Executive Tung Chee-hwa’s

term expires.

But the constitution also says
Beijing has final say over any
electoral changes.

In his annual policy speech on

Thousands of pro-democracy demon-
strators marched through Hong Kong
on January 1.

Wednesday, Tung skirted
growing demands for demo-
cratic reform, disappointing
activists in the territory who
had hoped he would launch
public consultations early this

See CHINA pg. 5
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year.

Instead, Tung said any consultations on democracy would be with Beijing first,
and said he would establish a task force to consult with Chinese leaders.

Reacting to the moves, Boucher said Friday Washington had “strong support for
democracy through electoral reform and universal suffrage in Hong Kong,” say-
ing that would stimulate the territory’s economic development.

“Our belief is in democracy,” Boucher said at a briefing in Washington. “The
Hong Kong people and the Hong Kong government need to start addressing this
issue.”

He said the United States wanted to make sure the people of Hong Kong “get
their choice to design their system that’s appropriate for them.” He added: “We
care a lot about the prosperity and stability of Hong Kong.”

Around half a million people rallied in July, and a smaller number on January 1,
demanding political change in a city where the chief executive is handpicked by
an election committee loyal to Beijing and only half the legislature is directly
elected.

But China’s leaders are worried that calls for more voting power in the city will
spill over to the mainland.

CHINA from pg. 4

Attempts to contact
Mars probe fail

LONDON, England (Reuters) —
The latest attempt to contact a
British-led mission to Mars from
its orbiting mothership failed on
Saturday, compounding the
growing fears that the Beagle 2
probe crashed during its land-
ing on Christmas Day.

A spokeswoman for the mission said
that no signal had been detected when
the mothership, the Mars Express,
passed above the probe’s presumed
landing site at 1404 GMT.

“I can confirm no signal was detected,
the next opportunity will be on the
12th,” she said, adding that the com-
munication should be better on the 12th
than in the last two days due to its
position.

The gloom surrounding the first all-
European mission to Mars contrasts
with the elation at NASA, which has
received high-definition pictures in the
last few days from its robot explorer
Spirit which landed safely on the Red
Planet last week.

After the 12th, the Express will pass
over the landing site again on the 14th.
The last attempt will be made in
February.

The failure to pick up a signal increased
fears that the probe, no bigger than an
open umbrella, has suffered the same
fate as many craft before it and ended
up as scrap metal strewn across Mars.

But Professor Colin Pillinger, the lead
scientist on the mission, has repeat-
edly said he refuses to give up.

Advance Team Could Pave Way For Nation’s
Largest Deployment Since WWII

TOKYO — Japan’s defense chief on Friday ordered an advance team of ground
troops to leave for Iraq as the military began final preparations for a humanitarian
operation that will be its biggest and most controversial overseas deployment since
World War II.
As Japan prepares to send ground troops to Iraq, U.S. Marines stationed on the
southern Japanese island of Okinawa are also preparing to ship out to Iraq to replace
U.S. troops returning home.
Japan’s defense chief ordered the advance team of 30 ground troops to leave for Iraq,
reportedly next Thursday. They’ll gather security information and prepare for the
arrival of about 600 soldiers to help with reconstruction.

Japan’s defense chief on Friday ordered an advance team of ground troops to leave
for Iraq as the military began final preparations for a humanitarian operation that will
be its biggest and most controversial overseas deployment since World War II.
The mission is unprecedented for Japan’s modern military, which operates under the
constraints of a pacifist constitution and has never been deployed in a potential
combat zone.
Tokyo has continued preparations despite polls indicating a majority of Japanese
citizens oppose sending troops to Iraq. The public, reading about almost daily at-
tacks on American troops, is leery their own soldiers could get caught up in the
fighting instead of their stated responsibility — security and rebuilding.
Meanwhile, a U.S. military spokesman said about 3,000 Marines in Okinawa will be
sent to Iraq as early as February. The move is part of a troop rotation in the Middle
East.
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Vinatieri, Patriots ice Titans 17-14
FOXBORO, Mass. (Jan. 10, 2004) — Adam Vinatieri kicked the New
England Patriots into the AFC title game once again.

B-b-b-b-barely.

The hero of the snowy “Tuck Rule” game and the 2002 Super Bowl kicked
a 46-yard field goal with 4:06 left on a bitterly cold Saturday night to give
New England a 17-14 victory over the Tennessee Titans and put the Pa-
triots within one win of the Super Bowl.

“It was a big kick,” Patriots coach Bill Belichick said. “We get in those
kind of situations — that’s what he’s here for. And he’s certainly come
through many times for us.”

New England fought off temperatures that dipped to two degrees — with
a wind chill of 11 below — to win its 13th consecutive game and improve
to 9-0 at home this season. The Patriots will be back in frigid Foxboro
next week to play for the AFC championship against the winner of the
game between Kansas City and Indianapolis.

It was 14-14 in the fourth quarter when Tom Brady hit Troy Brown with a
4-yard completion on fourth-and-3 from the Tennessee 33. Vinatieri, who missed a 44-yarder in the same direction in the first
quarter, came on four plays later and sneaked the ball over the crossbar.

“I honestly thought it wouldn’t be that close,” Vinatieri said. “When I hit it, I was jumping up and down ... but I was the only one
jumping up and down. Everyone else was still holding their breath.”

Steve McNair led the Titans to the New England 33 before an intentional grounding and a holding call put them out of range for
the potential game-tying field goal. A desperation fourth-and-12 tossup bounced out of Drew Bennett’s hands, and the Patriots
ran out the clock to deprive Tennessee of a second consecutive appearance in the conference title game.

“I didn’t anticipate this. Nor could those guys inside,” Titans coach Jeff Fisher said. “But a numbing feeling comes over you when
you have a huge expectation as we have, and it comes to a screeching halt.”

That numbing feeling might also have come from playing in the coldest game in the Titans’ tenure in Tennessee or Houston, and
the coldest in Patriots history, too. But it didn’t quite match the NFL record of minus-13 — with a wind chill of 48 below — for the
1967 “Ice Bowl,” when Dallas visited Green Bay’s Lambeau Field.

Barbecue grills typically used for tailgating in the parking lots were pressed into duty as space heaters, and free coffee was
poured for those who dared to make a party of it. The team gave out hand-warmers to the first 10,000 people entering the gates,
and lifted the ban on blankets and sleeping bags.

Those who stayed in their seats for halftime were serenaded with Frank Sinatra’s “Summer Wind” and teased by video of a
roaring fire on the scoreboard. The Minutemen who fire their muskets to celebrate Patriots’ scores were dressed for Valley
Forge.

On the sidelines, the players huddled under parkas, blew on their hands to keep warm and fought for space on the
heated benches. Steam puffed from the mouths of the quarterbacks as they barked out the plays, and from their
teammates as they huffed each bone-chilling breath; at the end, Fisher’s mustache was frosted over.

See PATRIOTS pg. 10
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Five straight shutouts for Boucher
ST. PAUL, Minn. (AP) — Brian
Boucher was a third-stringer
for the Phoenix Coyotes when
the season began. Now, he
has accomplished a feat
matched by no other goalie
over the past 70 years.
Boucher broke the record for
the longest shutout streak in
modern NHL history, extend-
ing his string to nearly 5½
hours in a 2-0 victory over the
Minnesota Wild on Friday
night.
Boucher’s streak stands at
325:45, entering a Sunday
home game against Atlanta.
He stopped 21 shots and
posted his modern-record fifth
consecutive shutout, leaving
the ice to a loud cheer from
Minnesota’s fans.
Early in the third period,
Boucher passed Bill Durnan’s
mark of 309:21 — set in 1949
with Montreal. Durnan also
held the record of four straight
shutouts.
“I did look up at the clock,”
said Boucher, who has 130
saves since the streak began.
“Once I saw it was, I think, four
minutes into the third, I knew I
could breathe easy as far as
the streak is concerned.
“That is probably the first time
I really was counting down. I
hate to do that, but I don’t
know if anyone could ignore
it. I’m happy that was over and
then we could focus on just
winning the game.”
Boucher, whose mask is
painted to look like a wall built
with red bricks, improved to 6-
2-4.

“It’s just been unbelievable,” he
said. “It’s just a great ride we’re
on right now. I still haven’t re-
ally stopped to think about it
too much. I mean, I can’t ex-
plain what’s going on.”
Behind Sean Burke and Zac
Bierk on the depth chart when
the season began, Boucher
was left unprotected in the
waiver draft and didn’t move up
until Bierk injured his groin in

November.
Ossi Vaananen and Fredrik
Sjostrom scored goals for the
Coyotes, who tied a franchise
record by extending their un-
beaten streak on the road to
nine games (5-0-4). The last
four of Boucher’s shutouts
have come on the road.
“You almost lose the fact that
you have to win the hockey
game,” Coyotes coach Bob
Francis said. “Lost in all of this
is that we’re becoming a
pretty good team and we’re
learning what it takes.”
Dwayne Roloson made 30
saves for the Wild, 1-3-5 in their
last nine games. They went 0-
for-3 on the power play and are
1-for-30 with a man advantage
over their last 10 games.
“I can’t control what he does,”

Roloson said of Boucher.
“He’s riding cloud nine. He
gave his guys a chance to win.
As a goalie, that’s all you can
ask for.”
Richard Park had four of
Minnesota’s shots, including
a one-timer midway through
the second that ricocheted off
Boucher’s right leg after a per-
fect set-up pass by Sergei
Zholtok. Replays showed Park

turning around, wide-eyed in
disbelief that his shot was de-
nied.
“That’s a goal 9.9 out of 10
times,” Park said. “I got the
shot off I wanted, but it’s re-
markable the swagger he’s got
in the net, the confidence.”
The Wild had several chances
to score in the first two peri-
ods, but they lacked energy
in the third once they fell be-
hind by two goals. Boucher’s
record became official less
than a minute after Sjostrom
scored.
“To me, we were playing bet-
ter than they were,” Wild coach
Jacques Lemaire said.
Minnesota, with 93 goals and
an average of 2.2 per game, is
one of the league’s lowest-
scoring teams — a 7-4 victory

over Chicago on Wednesday
notwithstanding.
“I thought we played well. We
generated some good
chances,” Roloson said. “Un-
fortunately, we didn’t get one.”
Boucher was an unlikely can-
didate for this feat, consider-
ing he began the season with
only seven career shutouts
over his four previous NHL sea-
sons — three of them with
Philadelphia. In fact, Boucher
— a first-round draft pick of the
Flyers in 1995 — went 85
games without a shutout until
his streak began on Dec. 31.
“It’ll end at some point,”
Boucher said. “I’m not going
into games thinking about
shutouts. Winning is the most
important thing.”

Game notes
The NHL’s modern era began
after 1944, when the center
red line was added. Alex
Connell owns the overall
records of six straight shutouts
and a 461:29 scoreless streak
for Ottawa in 1927-28, when
forward passing was not per-
mitted in the attacking zone.
... The Phoenix franchise
record for consecutive road
games without a loss was first
set in 1984-85 by the
Winnipeg Jets. ... Minnesota
LW Pascal Dupuis, who has
six points in his last seven
games, was scratched with a
sprained ankle. ... Roloson
has allowed two goals or less
in his last 11 appearances.
This was only his second de-
feat in his last nine games.
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Winter kills off Israeli
army camels

          Reuters News Service

JERUSALEM - Legendary desert resil-
ience did little for a herd of camels
charged with keeping grass trim at an
army base in northern Israel, where they
all died of cold.
The Maariv newspaper said Thursday that
seven camels caught by the army in the
Negev desert last year and posted to the
hilly, chilly north had succumbed to ex-
posure.
The camels’ mission was to graze at the
base and thus reduce the risk of brush
fires, Maariv said. A military spokes-
woman had no immediate comment on
the report. Israel’s leading animal welfare
group said it would file a complaint with
police.

‘Game boy’ gets stuck
in toy machine

            Associated Press
SHEBOYGAN, Wis. — The joystick-

operated toy crane used to snare a
prize in this supermarket game could’ve
nabbed more than just a cheap stuffed
animal — how about a shot at Timmy
Novotny?

Authorities said the 7-year-old boy somehow crawled into the glass enclosure and
got stuck.
Sheboygan Fire shift commander Mark Zittel said the call came in Saturday from
a Piggly Wiggly as a “child stuck in a toy machine.” The boy had to be rescued
with the help of a locksmith.
“You expect to see an arm or a finger. But here’s a 7-year-old boy sitting with the
stuffed animals,” Zittel said.
He said the boy crawled through about an 8-inch-by-10-inch chute where the toys
come out. When he tried to get back out his way was blocked.
“His dad was three feet away at a pay phone,” Zittel said. “He was talking on the
phone and he said the next thing he turned around and the kid was in the thing.”
Zittel said the boy stayed calm as firefighters moved the game machine to the
back of the store and a locksmith opened the main loading door. The process took
about an hour.
“There was no panic,” Zittel said. “We could have broke the glass if there was an
emergency.”

Germans say they
made anti-aging beer

Reuters News Service

BERLIN - A German brewery has developed a beer con-
taining vitamins and minerals it says are designed to slow
the aging process.
The Neuzeller Kloster Brewery plans to introduce its “Anti-
Aging-Bier” this year and sell it in grocery and drug stores,
a spokesman for the company said Friday.
“It tastes like beer more than it tastes like anything else,”
the spokesman told Reuters.
The brewery said the beer contained a host of added in-
gredients that promote good health. But the German gov-
ernment may object to the brewery calling the drink “beer”
since a law dating back to 1516 says beer brewed in
Germany can only be made from barley, hops, yeast and
water.

                         Reuters News Service

MIAMI - Three Florida fugitives scrambled into an attic to elude
police but surrendered when they found a human skeleton in
their hideaway, police said.
The two men and a woman were wanted on probation violation
charges and climbed into the attic to hide when police tracked
them to an apartment building in Daytona Beach Monday, po-
lice Sgt. Al Tolley said.
Police searched the apartment and noticed a hatch leading to
an attic above a second-story bedroom, and opened it. One of
the suspects called out, “Get me out of here. There’s a dead
body up here,” Tolley said.
The three were arrested and investigators were still trying to
identify the skeletal remains. The apartment’s tenant told po-
lice she had lived there about three months and had noted a
foul odor but could not locate the source.

Skeleton scares fugitives
into surrendering
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Mountain lion attacks bicyclists in California

Woman injured, body of man found nearby

LAKE FOREST, Calif. - A mountain lion
was shot and killed by authorities late
Thursday after it attacked two bicyclists,
injuring one woman in an Orange County
wilderness park. The body of a man who
may have been mauled by the same ani-
mal also was found nearby, authorities
said.

The 2-year-old male cat, which weighed
about 110 pounds, was shot shortly after
8 p.m. by an Orange County sheriff’s
deputy, said Steve Martarano, a spokes-
man for the California Fish and Game
Department. The lion had returned to the
body of the dead man when he was spot-
ted and shot, Martarano said.

The animal will be taken to a laboratory
where a necropsy will be performed.

The attack occurred shortly after 4:30 p.m.
in Whiting Ranch Wilderness Park when
a mountain lion pounced on a woman who
was riding a bicycle with her friend, said
Capt. Stephen Miller of the Orange County
Fire Authority.

The lion grabbed the woman, believed to
be in her 20s or 30s, by her head and
began dragging her, Miller said. Her friend,
Debbie Nichols, began screaming for help
and grabbed the victim’s legs in a struggle
to free her.

“This mountain lion jumped on her back
and started dragging her,” Nichols told
KCAL-TV. “He dragged us down ... about
100 yards into the brush and I just kept
screaming. This guy would not let go. He
had a hold of her face.”

Diego Lopez was among of a group of
bikers who came to the victim’s aid,
throwing rocks at the animal until it fled.

“I picked up a rock and threw it at the cat
and the rock hit the cat right on the side
of the head and the cat took off straight
ahead and let go of the woman,” Lopez
told KABC-TV.

The woman was flown by helicopter to
Mission Hospital. Her condition was not
immediately known.

After the attack, the body of an unidenti-
fied man was found at the top of a trail,
near an unattended bicycle. Authorities
couldn’t confirm if the man, believed to
be in his 20s or 30s, was killed by the
mountain lion.

‘This guy would not let go. He had a
hold of her face.’
- DEBBIE NICHOLS
Friend of victim

“We don’t know how long he’s been out
there,” Miller said. “But it’s pretty obvi-
ous that an animal was involved in this
(death).”

Coroner’s officials were called to the
scene and will perform an autopsy to
determine the cause of death.

Including Thursday’s incident, there have
been only 13 mountain lion attacks on
humans in California over the past 110
years, said Doug Updike, a biologist with
California Fish and Game Department. In
nine of those cases, there were 10 fatali-
ties, he said.

“The probability of somebody being at-
tacked by a lion is extremely rare,” Updike
said. “There is a better chance of being

struck by lightning than being attacked
by a lion.”

Although the number of attacks is com-
paratively small, there have been previ-
ous sightings and attacks in southern
Orange County where Thursday’s incident
occurred.

Last September, game wardens shot and
wounded an aggressive mountain lion
spotted near an equestrian center in San
Juan Capistrano. The lion was later found
and killed, state officials said.

In 1986, 5 -year-old Laura Small was at-
tacked while looking for tadpoles with her
mother in Ronald W. Caspers Wilderness
Park in Orange County.

The girl’s mother was able to rescue her
daughter whose skull was partially
crushed by the mountain lion’s jaws. She
was left blind in one eye and paralyzed
on her right side.

Months later, a 6-year-old boy was
mauled in the same park. County super-
visors closed most of the park to chil-
dren for nearly a decade. The ban was
lifted in December 1997.

Mountain lions cannot be hunted or killed
under a state law passed in 1990.

The threat of mountain lions has become
an increasing problem in Southern Cali-
fornia as development encroaches upon
rural areas that have been home to vari-
ous animals.

Updike estimates there are between
4,000 and 6,000 adult lions roaming the
Golden State. But there are usually be-
tween five and seven mountain lions per
100 square miles, he said.

See LION pg.10
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“They have an innate diversion to people, but what causes them to attack people
we just don’t know,” Updike said.

Armed sheriff’s deputies escorted firefighters and paramedics to the victims be-
cause of the potential danger, Miller said. State Fish and Game officials also
searched for the mountain lion late Thursday.

The park is adjacent to the communities of Foothill Ranch and Portola Hills and
Cleveland National Forest.

There were a few dropped passes early
— one late, by Patriots tight end Daniel
Graham might have set up a go-ahead
touchdown — and some bad throws
that might have been due to the loss of
touch.

“You throw a parka on. You get as many
kicks in as you can on the side,”
Vinatieri said. “Then you sit on the seat
and try to stay warm.

“Then you go out and kick a rock-hard
ball 46 yards through the dense, cold
air so that, just maybe, your team-
mates will swarm around you and keep
you from freezing.”

“That’s Adam Vinatieri. He does it over
and over again,” Brady said. “He never
surprises us.”

A South Dakota native who’s no
stranger to the cold — or pressure —
Vinatieri became a local legend when
he kicked a 46-yarder through a bliz-
zard in the “Tuck Rule” game and
against Oakland to send the game in
overtime, then won it with a 23-yarder.
He kicked the game-winner in the ’02
Super Bowl, a 48-yarder with no time
left.
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Although it lacked the snow that blanketed the field for the victory over the Raiders, the last playoff game to be held in Foxboro,
this one was nearly as dramatic.

Brady was confused enough by what the Titans were showing him early on that he called a timeout less than four minutes into
the game. It was well-spent: On the next play, he found Bethel Johnson running down the middle and hit him with a 41-yard
touchdown to give New England a 7-0 lead.

Roman Phifer almost intercepted McNair’s pass at the 18, but Richard Seymour was called for roughing the passer after he
threw McNair into the ground. Two plays later, Chris Brown scored on a 5-yard run to tie it at 7 after one quarter.

Vinatieri missed from 44 yards, but Rodney Harrison intercepted McNair on the next play, and New England was moving again.

Facing a third-and-13, Brady hit Johnson on a flare pass and then threw a block as the receiver cut back across the backfield
looking for an opening; that sprung him for a 14-yard gain. On a third-and-2 from the Tennessee 6, Brady rolled right for a 3-yard
gain. Two plays later, Antowain Smith ran it in from the 1 to make it 14-7.

Tennessee tied it in the third when McNair hit Derrick Mason near the 10 on third-and-10 from the 11. He broke Asante Samuel
‘s tackle and then jumped for the goal line, breaking the plane as a hit sent him spinning out of bounds.

McNair was 5 for 5 for 59 yards on the drive and 18 for 26 for 210 yards overall. Brady was 10 for 16 for 152 yards in the first
quarter but struggled after that, finishing 21 for 41 for 201 yards

 PATRIOTS from pg. 6



Final 1 2 3 4 T Final 1 2 3 4 OT T

Indianapolis  (14-4-0) « 14 7 10 7 38 Green Bay (11-7-0) 14 0 0 3 0 17

Kansas City (13-4-0) 3 7 14 7 31 Philadelphia  (13-4-0) « 0 7 0 10 3 20

Final 1 2 3 4 OT 2OT T Final 1 2 3 4 T

Carolina  (13-5-0) « 0 10 6 7 6 29 Tennessee (13-5-0) 7 0 7 0 14

St. Louis (12-5-0) 3 6 3 11 0 23 New England  (15-2-0) « 7 7 0 3 17

Divisional Playoffs

Saturday, January 10, 2004

Sunday, January 11, 2004

Mountain Warrior Weekly is always accepting comments and suggestions as to how
we can improve your newspaper. If you have comments or suggestions, or simply just

want to be added to our emailing list, email the staff at
Kandaharpresscenter@yahoo.com

NFL WEEK 20 SCORES

Courtesy of NFL.com
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Mon Tues                  Wed         Thur                Fri                Sat               Sun

Jan 12 Jan 13               Jan 14              Jan 15           Jan 16          Jan 17          Jan 18

HIGH

LOW

SUNRISE

SUNSET

KANDAHAR COMBAT WEATHER TEAM

72727374757070
45 45 48 49 47 45 45

Partly
Cloudy

0237
1253 1253

0237 0237
1254 1255

0237 0236
1256 1257

0236 0236
1258

Mostly
Cloudy

Mostly
Cloudy

Mostly
Cloudy
With 

AM Fog
Partly
Cloudy

Mostly
Cloudy

With Rain 
and

TSTMS
Mostly
Cloudy


